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1. What is the problem for which we seek an answer?

2. Who and where are those who’ve never heard?

3. How do we know anything about God?

4. How have some people answered this problem?

5. What are possible solutions acceptable for Christians?

What About Those Who’ve 
NEVER HEARD?



The problem:
Since the Bible says that salvation 

comes only through faith in Jesus Christ, 
what happens to those who die

who’ve never heard gospel?

John 14:6 ESV
Jesus said to him, 

“I am the way, and the truth, 

and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me.”

Acts 4:12 ESV

“And there is salvation in no one 

else, for there is no other name 

under heaven given among men 

by which we must be saved.” 

What About Those Who’ve 
NEVER HEARD?



Do they go to hell?

If so, is God Unjust?

If not, why did Christ die?

What About Those Who’ve 
NEVER HEARD?



What About Those Who’ve 
NEVER HEARD this Gospel?

Who are those who’ve never heard?
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Countries vs Nations

3

Nigeria – one country Nigeria – 544 nations
“Ta ethne” = people groups

Matt 28:19-20
Source: joshuaproject.net, 9-2-19

“Go … and make disciples of all nations” 
Matt 28:18-20 
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“Go … and make disciples of all nations” 

Matt 28:18-20 

Source: joshuaproject.net, 9-2-19
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“Go … and make disciples of all nations” 

Matt 28:18-20 

About 17,000 people groups  

7,000 unreached=<2% evangelical
Joshuaproject.net, 9-2-19

U.S.
488 people groups

82 unreached people groups

Source: joshuaproject.net, 9-2-19







Old
Testament 

before Christ



How do we know 
ANYTHING 
about God?



God’s self-disclosure to mankind:
HE MAKES THE FIRST MOVE!

SPECIAL Revelation 

Prophets/Apostles-Bible, 
Jesus’ Incarnation

Long ago, at many times and in many ways, 

God spoke to our fathers by the prophets,
2 but in these last days

he has spoken to us by his Son. . .

Hebrews 1:1-2 ESV

GENERAL Revelation

Creation
Conscience

For his invisible attributes, namely, 
his eternal power and divine nature, 

have been clearly perceived,  ever since 
the creation of the world, in the 

things that have been made. 

Romans 1:20 ESV



General Revelation:

Creation

God’s Self-disclosure 

* through creation: things in the world 

* of His existence 

* and attributes: 
eternal power
divine nature

* which man clearly perceives & rejects 

* with consequence of judgment

,

For his invisible attributes, namely, his 
eternal power and divine nature, have 
been clearly perceived, ever since the 

creation of the world, in the things that 
have been made. So they are

without excuse.

Romans 1:20 ESV



General Revelation:

Creation

God’s self-disclosure is

*evident in the universe’s design

*which shows God’s magnificence

*continuously,

*at all times

*in all places 

*to all people

The heavens declare the glory of  God,  
and the sky above proclaims his 
handiwork. Day to day pours out 

speech, and night to night reveals 
knowledge. There is no speech, 

nor are there words,  whose voice 
is not heard. Their voice goes out 
through all the earth,  and their 
words to the end of the world.

Psalm 19:1-4 ESV



General Revelation:
Conscience

For when Gentiles, who do not have 
the law, by nature do what the law 

requires, they are a law to 
themselves, even though they do not 

have the law. They show that the 
work of the law is written on their 
hearts, while their conscience also 
bears witness, and their conflicting 

thoughts accuse 
or even excuse them.

Romans 2: 14-15 ESV

God’s self-disclosure

* in the intrinsic nature of all humans

* as awareness of right/wrong, good/evil

* which manifests as a sense of guilt



REVELATION

SPECIAL Revelation 
*Means: Faith

*Mediated-Prophets/Apostles=Bible, Jesus

*Content: 
Atonement, identity of Messiah,
Trinity, gospel

*Scope:
Exceeds human reason
Given TO some people at certain times
Message FOR all people

*Kind of response: trust IN Jesus

GENERAL Revelation

*Means: Reason

*Direct-Creation and Conscience

*Content: 
God’s existence, eternal power,  
intelligence, righteousness, holiness

*Scope:
Accessible to human reason
Given TO all people at all times
No excuse! Places people under          

judgment

*Kind of response: belief THAT God exists



Views on the Nature 
Saving Faith for Salvation

Pluralism
Inclusivism/Implicit Faith
Exclusivism/Explicit Faith



Pluralism

Many or all views are 

“Valid” or “TRUE”



Religious Pluralism
*Different religions are just the 

different paths to the same God as 

each person defines God or 

Ultimate.

*Every religion provides a genuine 

encounter with the Ultimate.

*All ways are equally legitimate 

roads to “salvation.”

*A loving God would give 

salvation to all.



John Hick’s HolocrypticHibber-Gibber
(“Undecipherable Gibberish”)

1. Ultimate subjective, so Ultimate 

can change to different Ultimate

2. If Ultimate is whatever I make it,

then ultimately I am Ultimate.

3. Ultimate is just inside my head, not out there.

4. How can I be enlightened or saved by something

which cannot be distinguished from anything else? 

5. To believe something sincerely does not make the

belief true.

6. I cannot move toward God-centeredness if God is

undefined.

What is the 
Ultimate?

What is 
salvation?

Cannot 
attribute 
good or 

evil 
Cannot 

attribute 
purpose or 

non
purposive

Terms: 
salvation 

submission  
enlightenment

Conceived in 
different  
terms in 
different 
religions

Transformed 
from self-

centeredness 
to God-

centeredness

Cannot 
attribute 

personal or 
non

personal

PLURALISM FAILS



Oprah:Only One Way?
Can’t possibly be only one way

Always walking toward darkness or light

Many paths to what you call God

There couldn’t possibly be just one way

If you are somewhere on the planet 
and never hear the name of Jesus  but

“live as  Jesus would have had you to live,” 
Live “for the same purpose Jesus 
came to the planet to teach us,”

you can get to heaven

Does God care about the heart or 
whether you call his Son Jesus?

What About Those Who’ve Never Heard?
Oprah’s Answer



What About Those Who’ve Never Heard?
Oprah’s Answer: Pluralism

There couldn’t possibly be just one way

Always walking toward darkness or light

Many paths to what you call God

If you are somewhere on the planet 
and never hear the name of Jesus  but
live as  Jesus would have had you to 
live, lived for the same purpose Jesus 

came to the planet to teach us,
you can get to heaven

Does God care about the heart or 
whether you call his Son Jesus?

Response:
Affirm elsewhere Oprah says she is a Christian, and if someone 
is interested she will tell them how to become one.
Agree Jesus came to earth & taught good truths/good example.

But:
Views on which actions are darkness/evil-light/good 
contradictory. How can these contradictory views all be true?

Contradiction:
God is whatever you make Him: subjective.
We should walk toward the light which is to follow Jesus’ 

example: moral obligation and objective truth.

Misconstrues the gospel:
For those who’ve never heard, a “good heart” will get them to 

heaven. 
We cannot live “for the same purpose as Jesus” OR have 

“a good heart” apart from faith in Him. 
The will of the Father is to believe in the Son.



Inclusivism

"Inclusivism teaches that Christianity is the 
only true religion (including the belief that 
Christ is the only Savior of men), but that 

this salvation could be made available 
through means other than explicit faith in 

Christ. The inclusivist believes that 
adherents of other religions and even 

atheists can be saved by responding to God’s 
revelation in creation or through the 

elements of truth contained within their 
non-Christian religion.”

Gotquestions.org, 9-5-19

Lewis



“Then I fell at his feet and thought, Surely this is the hour of 

death, for the Lion (who is worthy of all honour) will know 

that I have served Tash all my days and not him. . . .

Inclusivism



I said, “Alas Lord, I am no son of thine but the servant of 

Tash. He answered, Child, all the service thou hast done 

to Tash, I account as service done to me. . . . Therefore if 

any man swear by Tash and keep his oath for the oath’s 

sake, it is by me that he has truly sworn, though he know 

it not, and it is I who reward him.” 
C.S. Lewis The Last Battle

Inclusivism



“There are people in other religions who are being led by God's secret 
influence to concentrate on those parts of their religion which are in 
agreement with Christianity, and who thus belong to Christ without 

knowing it. For example, a Buddhist of good will may be led to 
concentrate more and more on the Buddhist teaching about mercy and to 

leave in the background 
. . . the Buddhist teaching on certain other points.”

Source: https://www.dacc.edu/assets/pdfs/PCM/merechristianitylewis.pdf, 9-2-19

Inclusivism

https://www.dacc.edu/assets/pdfs/PCM/merechristianitylewis.pdf


Response to inclusivism:

Agree that there is one theistic God. 
Affirm that elsewhere Lewis makes clear the essence of Christianity as faith in Christ.
Affirm that other religions have truth in them insofar as they agree with Christianity.
Affirm that C.S. Lewis’s writings have led many to turn to faith in Christ.

But,
*To do a morally good action in service of a false God is not the same thing 
as doing a good thing out of love for the true God. 

*False religions result from suppression of truth not from seeking but not finding God.

*When we suppress the truth of general revelation, we make false gods to our own liking. 

*Why did Christ die if those who sincerely worship false gods are really worshipping the true God?

*Those who worship the true God must worship Him in Spirit and in truth. John 4:24

Inclusivism



“Everybody who loves Christ or 

knows Christ, whether they’re 

conscious of it or not, they’re 

members of the body of Christ. . . . 

They might not even know the name 

of Jesus, but they know . . . that they 

need something that they don’t have, 

and they turn to the only light that 

they have, and I think that they are 

saved and that they’re going to be 

with us in heaven.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hrf60-zHl9A, 

10-6-16

Implicit Faith

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hrf60-zHl9A


Affirm:
*Billy Graham gave his entire life to preach the necessity of trusting 
Christ for salvation.

*Logically, belief that God exists precedes trust in Jesus as God for salvation.

But,
*How do we reconcile Scripture’s claim that Jesus is the only way for salvation with the view 
that God accepts a faith response to general revelation as an implicit faith response to Christ?

*Does this view entail that God saves someone who responds to general revelation because 
He knows they WOULD have responded to special revelation had he received it?

*Why would God withhold special revelation, the truth of the gospel, to someone who He 
knows would respond in saving faith to Jesus Christ?

• Can one be a believer in Jesus Christ and not know it? 

Implicit Faith



“Salvation comes only to those who 

hold explicit faith in Jesus Christ.” 

Corduan, Tapestry of Faiths

Exclusivists: E.g.  Ronald Nash

Exclusivism: Faith in Jesus 
is the Only Way to 

Salvation

Ronald Nash



John 14:6 ESV
Jesus said to him, 

“I am the way, and the truth, 

and the life. No one comes to 

the Father except through me.”

Acts 4:12 ESV

“And there is salvation in no one 

else, for there is no other name 

under heaven given among men 

by which we must be saved.” 

Biblical Arguments for Exclusivism

Jeremiah 29:13-14a ESV

“You will seek me and find me, 

when you seek me with all your 

heart. I will be found by you, 

declares the LORD.”

Romans 10:9-10 ESV

“If you confess with your mouth 

that Jesus is Lord and believe in 

your heart that God has raised 

him from the dead, you 

will be saved.”



Faith in the 
Old Testament

“Explicit faith, as mediated 

through the sacrifical cultus, 

also served as implicit faith 

in Christ’s substitutionary 

atonement.” 

Corduan, Tapestry of Faiths,

159

Old Testament



Exclusivism: 
OT Believers Salvation

"Grace in the Old Testament was 

indirectly received. The Old 

Testament believers did not know 

how that grace had been effected. 

They did not understand that their 

righteousness . . . was achieved 

by the future death of the 

incarnate Son of God.” 

Erikson in Corduan, Tapestry of Faiths, 159



Abraham’s Salvation through Faith:

Personal Relationship with God

*Would be father of many nations. Genesis 17:6

*Covenant established between God and Abraham/his descendants and God. 17:7    

(Faith “IN” not THAT”=RELATIONSHIP)

*Believed God and counted to him as righteousness. 15:6

*Son of miraculous birth. Chapter 18

*Isaac called “your only son.” 22:1

*All people groups would be blessed through him. 12:3

*God would provide “to Himself” or “for Himself” a sacrifice. 22:8

*Abraham anticipated Messiah’s “day” coming in the future.  John 8:56

*Believed if Isaac died God would raise from dead. Heb. 11:19



Exclusivism

Abraham’s Salvation

John 8:56 

“Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see 

my day. He saw it and was glad.”

In some sense, he must have seen the ultimate sacrifice 

would come through His descendants. Revealed in his 

sacrifice of Isaac.



Old Testament Salvation:
Conclusions

1. Not merely belief “that” God existed through evidence of general 

revelation, but faith/trust “in” God and His holy requirement for 

forgiveness, entering into relationship with God.

2. Did not involve the worship of pagan gods, however sincere.

3. Required pagans to convert to worship the One, True God.

4. Did involve a faith response to God’s revelation of sin and need 

for  ultimate sacrifice for sin.

5. Did in some sense anticipate the “Seed” spoken of to Eve in 

Genesis, who would crush Satan’s head. 



Those Who Have Never Heard: 

Since Christ Came

Receive God’s self-disclosure that:

*He exists, is Creator, is all-powerful, supremely

intelligent, and is the Source of goodness

But they: 

*suppress this truth in unrighteousness. Rom. 1:18

*refuse to worship.   1:21

*make their own gods to worship. 1:23

*act out unrighteousness in evil thoughts and deeds. 1:28-31

Exclusivism:

Those Who’ve Never 

Heard



Exclusivism:

Those Who Have Never Heard

*They are without excuse, because…

*They persist in rejecting evidence of the one True God in general 

revelation.

*God “gives them up” to their unrighteousness.

*God is under no obligation to provide further revelation (“light”). 

Rom. 1:20-28

Exclusivism:

Those Who’ve Never 

Heard



Culpable Ignorance

“I didn’t do my homework
BECAUSE 

I didn’t KNOW!”

Culpable Ignorance



Exclusivism

Those Who Have Never Heard

BUT Respond to General Revelation

For those who respond to general 

revelation believing
*THAT God exists 

*is the divine creator

*stop suppressing the truth and respond

God provides “special” revelation. 



Exclusivism

Those Who Have Never Heard:

Urgency of the Gospel

“How then will they call only him in whom they 
have not believed? And how are they to believe in 
him of whom they have never heard: And how are 

they to hear without someone preaching? And how 
are they to preach unless they are sent? . . . 

So faith comes from hearing, 

and hearing through the word of Christ.” 

Rom. 10:14-17 ESV



*Primarily preaching

*Personal appearance (Saul: Acts 9)

*Other miraculous means



“Other miraculous means”:

Biblical examples

*Cornelius: Acts 10
*Ethiopian Eunuch: Acts 8:26-40

*God-fearing Greeks: Acts 17:4

*Apollos: Acts 18:24-28

*John the Baptist’s disciples in Ephesus: 

Acts 19:1-6



“Other Miraculous Means”

Contemporary Examples

How the Gospel is Revealed



On VOM radio: 

ISIS executioner “told this YWAM leader that he had begun having 

dreams of this man in white who came to him and said, 'You are 

killing my people.' And he started to feel really sick and uneasy 

about what he was doing. . . . The fighter said just before he killed 

one Christian, the man said, 'I know you will kill me, but I give to 

you my Bible.' The Christian was killed and this ISIS fighter 

actually took the Bible and began to read it. In another dream, 

Jesus asked him to follow him and he was now asking to become 

a follower of Christ and to be discipled.“

Interview with Fadely, christianpost.com, accessed 10-9-16



How far will God go to bring 

“the Word” (special revelation) 

to the open heart?

The Story of Nickolai



Conclusions

1. All people receive general revelation.

2. All people are responsible for their response to that knowledge.

3. If they persist in rejecting general revelation, God is under no 

obligation to give them special revelation of the gospel.

4. If they respond to general revelation, God will make a way for 

them to hear the special revelation of the gospel.

5. While God’s primary means is through preaching/sharing the 

gospel, God will use whatever means He sees fit to assure they receive 

the gospel message, including miracles.

6. No one is in hell accidentally or unjustly.



Our Holy Calling

1. God can and does use providential and even miraculous means to 

reach someone with the gospel who otherwise would not hear.

2. But God has willed that the normal pattern by which people are 

saved is through the preaching/sharing of the gospel message.

3. In other words, God has willed that we who have received this 

immeasurable gift of salvation share this good news.

4. It is our privilege and our responsibility to be ambassadors for 

Christ.  

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through

us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 

2 Cor. 5:20



GOD

Holy

Man

SIN

Jesus

THE GOSPEL: Bridge Illustration
Adapted from the Navigators

*Gen 1-3 Created in God’s image 
for relationship/rulership

*Rom 3:10, 23 Sinful
*Rom 5:10 Enemies of God
*Heb 9:27 Judged
*Rom 6:23 Spiritually dead
*Acts 3:19 Repent 
*Rom 10:9-10 Confess, believe
*John 1:12 Believe, receive
*Rom 10:13 Trust, receive Christ

*Gen 1   Created us in His image 
for relationship/rulership

*1 Peter 1:19-20 God foreordained 
Christ to come die for us

*John 3:16 God’s love sent Jesus
*Rom 5:8 While we were sinners
*2 Cor 5:21 Became sin for us
*John 10:10 Gives eternal life
*John 5:24 No judgment, no death,

we pass from death to life 



Recommended Resource



Tricia’s Resources

365-Day Devotionals                 APOLOGETICS! Spiritually prepare 

for Missional Living,               Learn how to share                     yourself to take

including worldview devos!        reasons for your hope!      someone under your wing.



Babies who die before reaching an age 
of understanding the gospel

He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 
16 For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, 
the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. Isaiah 7:15-16 ESV

He said, “While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept, for I said, ‘Who knows whether the Lord 
will be gracious to me, that the child may live?’ 23 But now he is dead. Why should I fast? Can I 
bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he will not return to me.” 2 Samuel 12:23 ESV

But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, 
for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven. Matt. 19:14 ESV



Those with mental disabilities that 

inhibit understanding the gospel message



Exclusivism
Adam/Eve Salvation

*”Seed” while singular can be collective plural. But He will crush Satan’s head. Gen. 3:15

*Man/woman know sin/shame costs life in order to provide covering with animal  skins, blood 

must be shed for sin. Sacrifices continue with Cain and Abel. 3:21

*Seth’s seed 4:26, Noah’s seed  9:90, Abraham’s seed 12:1-7

*Septuagint treats as singular “zera,” Greek “sperma” a neuter noun (NAC,   LOGOS 5)

*Paul affirms “offspring” referred to Christ and that Abraham received the promises”  Gal. 3:16


